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on its left bank by the Belik near Eakkah, and by the
Khabur at Kerkesia. The latter flows intermittently
through the desert from the Karijah-dagh hills, 20
miles west of Mardin, round the western extremity of
the Sinjar hills. During the floods it is joined by
several streams, which at other times run dry in the
sands. Below the junction of the Khabur there stretches
a desolate desert tract between the Euphrates and the
Tigris, which is overgrown with wormwood, and still
haunted, as in the time of Xenophon, by the wild ass,
ostrich, and bustard. This region is visited by terrific
whirlwinds, such as that which on 21st May 1836 nearly
overwhelmed the English Euphrates Expedition under
Colonel Chesney.

Below Kurnah the Shat-el-Arab traverses a flat and
fertile plain, clotted over with villages, and covered with
artificially irrigated meadow-lands and elate groves. At
Mohammerah (Mohamra), 40 miles above its mouth, and
20 miles below Basra, it is joined by the Karun from
Persia, and here properly begins the delta, of which one
arm only is navigable. Eor six months in the year this
delta is converted into a swampy lacustrine district by
the floods caused by the melting of the snows about
the head-streams in spring, and occasionally by the
autumn rains. From its mouth to Bagdad the main
stream is navigable throughout the year for steamers
of considerable size. For some years past an English
line plying between Basra and Bagdad has contributed
much towards the development of the resources of Meso-
potamia.

In the whole of the Mesopotamian basin there
is only one body of still water deserving the name
of lake. This is the magnificent Lake Yan, by far
the largest in Asiatic Turkey, renowned alike for its
romantic beauty and historic associations. It occupies